Introductory	mi ^
11 . • -
put to the need of revolutionary change. For, in their eyes,
his victory ended the power of those barriers of race and
birth and creed to prohibit his place in the sun. The true
freedom was the freedom he had won—the freedom to
acquire property and to be safeguarded in its acquisition.
This was the magic that had turned sand into gold* This
was what had brought the relations of production into
harmony with the forces of production. Religion, ethics,
political philosophy, all contributed to its sanctification. It
was the "simple system of natural liberty** which had at
long last enabled man to enter into his Kingdom.
The essence, at least, of this outlook was not touched
by later changes. The concessions Bag Jiot recommended
were made; they have not touched the class-relations of
English society. Fundamentally, it still remains divided
into the two nations of rich and poor. Fundamentally,
also, any approach to equality of opportunity does not
exist within its confines. Fundamentally, once more, the
motive to production is not the need of the society but
the ability of the owners of the instruments of production
to make profit from their effort. Our society, as Mr.
Keynes has insisted, has, upon this basis, become "abso-
lutely irreligious, without internal union, without much
public spirit, often, though not always, a mere congeries
of possessors and pursuers." The political constitution
it built is, in form, one which leaves the substance
of governmental action at the disposal of that party or
parties which command a majority in the House of
Commons. But it is vital to realize that all the pivotal
positions in the judiciary, the civil service, the defence
forces, the police, are occupied by members of the govern-
ing class. The rules and habits in which they have confi-
dence are those which do not disturb the social order they
dominate. Here, as elsewhere, right and wrong, wisdom

